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Gravity and rainbow / About the “Pai-Patiroma” phantom island

What is the non-existent island, "South" Hateruma Island (Pai-Patiroma)?
Hateruma Island in Yaeyama District, Okinawa Prefecture is located at the southernmost tip of Japan.
To the "south" of the island is the endless Kuroshio Sea.

Far beyond are the islands of Taiwan, the Philippines, Southeast Asia, and Indonesia.

Once upon a time, there were Hateruma Islanders who traveled backwards on the Kuroshio current
and arrived at "Minami Hateruma Island (Pai-Patiroma)", which should not exist.

Why did they dream of a phantom island and set sail into the rough seas?

This was to avoid the strict collection of taxes by the Okinawa main island,

the Ryukyu royal government, Yamato's Satsuma clan, and the Japanese government.

They stole the boat an official of the Ryukyu Dynasty who visited the island to collect taxes.
And rowed the boat desperately.

To “Somewhere not here" .

As a poll tax, the islanders paid a noble cloth woven from ramie.

So what did the islanders wear?

It was a basho (one of the kind of banana) cloth made by splitting the trunk of a banana tree,
boiling it, and spinning the threads.

Why did they choose basho for their plain clothes, which is VERY difficult to weave?

As a sign of obedience to the Ryukyu dynasty.

Above all, it must have been because only Ito Basho was left there.

One day, Muneyoshi Yanagi (HI5%1%) , a member of the Mingei (J&2%-folk craft) movement in Japan,
visited Okinawa and was impressed by the fact that "everyone is wearing beautiful clothes,”

and wrote "Bashofu Monogatari" (The Story of Basho fabric. 1943).

The book describes the simple state of Bashofu.

It also talks about beauty, freed from unnecessary human intervention.

Then, how was this beautiful scene created?

This exhibition will make you think about the historical background hidden in such Okinawan crafts.

I don't think that creating “beautiful” things necessarily requires a harsh environment.

Rather, I even think that such a thing must not happen.

Still, whether consciously or unconsciously,

how should we think about how people's forms of resistance and forms of non-resistance appear as "beauty"?

Moreover, can such a situation really be considered a thing of the past?

I just trace the people's poignant lives.

Hoping for a rainbow to rise there.

Kaori ENDO
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